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SOME ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE GOSPEL LABOUES 

OF 

JONATHAN BURNYEAT. 



JoNATHAif BuBiTTEAT was the soii of John 
and Elizabeth Bumyeat, and was born in 
Dublin on the 4th of the Eleventh Month, 
1686. He was left an orphan in his infancy^ 
his mother dying in the year 1688, and his 
father in 1690. 

Erom the meeting records of Pardshaw, 
in Cumberland, it seems probable that Jona- 
than Bumyeat, having relations residing in 
that county, was, after his father's decease, 
committed to their care ; and that Friends of 
Dublin and Pardshaw Monthly Meetings 
were mutually interested on his behalf, 
*' touching his condition and c^ffecU^ 

Of his parents, little need be said here : 

B 



2 SOME ACCOTTNT OF 

the Journal of his father, who was an eminent 
Gospel minister (a valiant in Israel, says 
John Eutty),* was well edited by our late 
friend A. B». Barclay, in the year 1839 ; and 
his extensive labours and severe sufferings 
for the cause of truth are amply related in 
various other publications of the Society of 
Friends. 

It may not, however, be unsuitable briefly 
to state, that John Bumyeat was bom in 
Cumberland about the year 1631. In 1653, 
George Pox and some other Gospel messen- 
gers, holding the same religious views with 
himself, came into that county, when John 
Bumyeat and many others cordially received 
their testimony. About four years after- 
wards, he became himself concerned to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of the Gospel of 
Christ, and travelled much in that service, 
both in Great Britain and America, till the 
year 1683, when he married a Friend of 
DubHn, and settled in that city. 

During his residence in Ireland, which was 

* History of Friends in Ireland. 
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JONATHAN BUENTBAT. 8 

firom his marriage to his decease, he continued, 
by his circumspect and exemplary conduct, and 
powerful ministry, a very serviceable member 
of religious society, and obtained a great 
place in the affection and esteem of his 
friends and neighbours, as he had done before 
in his native country. 

His wife, who occupied a less conspicuous 
station in the church, was, we may never- 
theless believe, one of its living members. 
In a letter dated from DubHn, 6th of Eleventh 
Month, 1688, John Bumyeat, after giving an 
account of her decease, writes : " Though my 
loss be great, in having her removed from 
me, yet I believe it is her gain. We lived 
comfortably together. Her nature was good, 
kind, and courteous : she was merciful, very 
considerate, of good understanding. She will 
be greatly missed by iViends of this place, 
for Friends had a good love and esteem for 
her ; and I have experience and know, that 
many who seemingly might exceed in ap- 
pearance, will come far behind.** 

No account has been found, from which to 
trace the operations and effects of Divine 
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grace on the mind of Jonathan Bumyeat, 
before he became engaged in the work of the 
ministry : any particulars of an earlier date 
must have referred to his childhood ; for we 
find he was employed in that service when 
little more than twelve years of age. At this 
early period of his life, as well as several 
•times afterwards, he travelled as a fellow- 
labourer with James Dickinson, who was 
a minister of deep experience. The testimony 
borne by him to the character of Jonathan 
Bumyeat' 8 ministry, in his account of 
their first journey together," is calculated 
to excite feelings of devout admiration, and 
would induce the apprehension, that the 
latter had been under the sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit for no very short 
space of time before :* it is as follows : — 

* Jonathan Bumyeat may, however, have been one 
of those whom the holy Head of the Church has seen 
meet to qualify for the work of the ministry, very soon 
after the offers of his grace have been accepted. The 
case of Samuel Bownas is very remarkable in this respect. 
He apprehended himself called to engage in that sacred 
work, when " his conversion was but three weeks old." 
He was then about twenty years of age, and had three 
years of his apprenticeship to serve. Proving faithful 
to manifested duty, he gradually experienced ap enlai^- 
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" In the forepart of the year 1699, 1 had draw* 
ings in my mind to visit Friends in Scotland, 
and proceeded on that service in company with 
Jonathan Burnyeat (son of John Burnyeat), who 
had the like concern. As he was very young, 
and had not travelled in truth's service before, a 
concern fell upon me for his preservation every 
way. The Lord was kind to us, and bore up 
our spirits in all our exercises. My companion 
was deeply opened into the mysteries of Good's 
kingdom, and grew in his gift, so as to give 
counsel to young and old. He was very zealous 
against deceit and wickedness, both in professor 
and profane, and often reproved such. We 
travelled together through the south and west 
parts of Scotland, to Douglas, Hamilton, and 
Glasgow, and had many meetings among the 
people ; labouring to turn their minds to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world ; 
warning all who professed the light to be their 
way, to be careful to walk therein, that they 
might know their communion to increase with 
the Lord, and the blood of Christ to cleanse 

ment of his gift, and became eminently serviceable in 
the exercise of ity labouring diligently therein more 
than fifty years. He died in the year 1753, aged about 
77 years. After his decease, his contemporary fiiends 
testified that " his ministry was lively and powerful to 
the last, to the edification and comfort of those that 
were favoured with it." — See Lif€ and Travels of Samuel 
Bovmas, 

B 2 
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them from all imrighteousness. Then we tra- 
velled down into the north, and had many pre- 
cious meetings. From thence we returned to 
the Yearly Meeting at Edinburgh, where we met 
with many brethren. Abundance of people came 
to the meeting, who were very rude and wicked, 
and laboured to disturb us ; but the testimony 
of truth coming over all, some among them were 
troubled, and chained down by the power of 
God. We were deeply bowed under a sense of 
the Lord's favour to us ; yet under great sorrow 
to see the wickedness of the people. A concern 
came upon Jonathan Bumyeat to write "A Warn- 
ing" to the inhabitants of that place, which was 
afterwards put in print to answer its service. 
Then we travelled to Kelso, and visited Friends 
there ; so to Berwick-upon-Tweed i from thence 
to Northumberland, and had meetings at several 
places : many hearts were reached by the power 
of truth. Being clear, we returned home, and 
witnessed peace to flow in our souls." * 

The next account of Jonathan Bumyeat's 
religious service, in order of time, is from his 
own memoranda; and although simply sta- 
tistical, it affords instructive evidence of his 
continued dedication to the cause of his 
Divine Master. He was at this time under 
seventeen years of age. 

• James Dickinson's Journal. 
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A short account of the number of miles [which 
we travelled] and meetings we had in Scotland 
and Northumberland, Anno 1703. 

J. D. being with me, we set forward on the 6th 
of the Eighth Month, entered Scotland on the 
7th, came out of it on the 8th of Ninth Month, 
and had thirty-two meetings therein. We were 
a week in Northumberland, and had six meet- 
ings therein ; four days in Cumberland, and had 
four meetings therein ; travelled 524 miles in 
all, and reached home on the 16th of Ninth 
Month. 



Meetings. 


Miles. 


From home to Hamilton . . 6 


. 84 


„ Hamilton to Ury * . 7 


104 


„ Ury to Kinmuck . . 8 


72 


„ Kinmuck to Montrose 9 


60 


„ Montrose to Kelsoe . 4 


81 


„ Kelsoe to East Allandale 6 


84 


„ East Allandale — home 3 


49 


.■':..-: 42 


624 



We come next to a mission, during the 
performance of which Jonathan Burnyeat 
kept a Diary, consisting of a circumstantial 
account of their travelling, and of the kind- 
ness and hospitality they met with from place 
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to place, interspersed with some sliort and 
simple, — yet, as regards religious feeling, 
sensible remarks. Of this engagement James 
Dickinson has recorded the following short 

notice : — 

"In the year 1704, I was engaged to visit 
Friends in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. Jonathan 
Burnyeat had the like concern, and we travelled 
together in sweet brotherly love. The Lord 
went before us, opened our swrvice to us day by 
day, and enabled us to answer it ; so that we 
found great encouragement to follow him fully. 
We had many meetings in these counties ; ex- 
horting Friends to prize the day of their visita- 
tion, seeing the Lord had been pleased to make 
known his way and truth to them, lest their day 
should pass over. We laboured to stir up all to 
faithfulness to the Lord ; and to wait to know 
their communion and fellowship to increase with 
him and one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ to cleanse them from all unrighteous- 
ness." * 

This visit was performed when Jonathan 
Burnyeat was about eighteen years of age: 
the account of it which now follows, is ex- 
tracted from his Diary above referred to. 

* James Dickinson's Journal. 
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An Account of our journey in the East part of 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, Anno 1704. 

Tenth Month 9ih. This day, very early, we set 
off from home, beiDg accompanied by several 
Triends, some of whom returned about noon : 
at night we came to George Bewley's,* of Halt- 
cliff Hall, where we lodged. 

lO^A. First day. We were at the General Meet- 
ing at G. B.'s house ; it was satisfactory towards 
the end. After dinner we, with J. H. and J. B., 
took horse and came to Murrah, near Mossdale, 
to George Peap's house, where, after supper, we 
had a [religious] opportunity in his family. 

* GreoiTge Bewley was one who had suffered deeply for 
the testimony of a good conscience. After having lain 
in prison more than five years, at the suit of Arthur 
Savage, priest of Caldbeck, he was discharged in the 
year 1680. Other members of his family, also, shared 
in the persecution which was so rife in their day. In 
1663, Thomas Bewley (G. B.'s father) was, after fre- 
quent seizure of his goods for tithe, committed to 
prison, where he lay nearly three years ; in 1673, he 
was prosecuted by the above-named priest, for prescrip- 
tion-money, and had goods taken from him worth £5. 
T. B. was then seventy-eight years of age ; and "the 
poor old man's case so affected the neighbourhood with 
compassion, that when the bailiff exposed those goods 
to sale, nobody would buy them at any rate." In the 
following year be was again prosecuted by Savage for 
tithe, and, notwithstanding his great age, was sent to 
prison. — See Besse's CoUedion of the St^eriti^s of ths 
people called Qttakers. 



10 DIAEY OF [jETAT 17. 

11th, This moi*nmg, G. P.*s wife accompanying 
us, we came to Greystock, where we alighted to 
see a young woman who was sickly. After 
having a [religious] opportunity with her, we 
proceeded to Penrith, and attended a meeting 
that had been appointed for us. Towards the 
conclusion of it, the Sun of Bighteousness arose 
with healing virtue, and we were well satisfied. 
After refreshing ourselves at Nicholas Bouck's 
house, we rode to Morland (two Friends accom- 
panying us as guides,) to Bobert Hunter's, an 
honest man, where we were all four kindly 
entertained. 

12th, We rose early and rode on very cheerfully 
by Appleby, dined at an inn at Brough, and 
travelled through Stainmoor, twenty>two miles. 
In the evening we came to Bowes in Yorkshire, 
where we set up at an inn (Thomas Baylton's * 

• Thomas Raylton was bom at Bowes. When about 
fourteen years of age, and under the tuition of the 
parish priest, he accompanied his mother to a meeting 
for divine worship, at Francis Wrightson's, a Friend, who 
lived about two miles off, and at whose house a meeting 
was regularly kept. (See p. 11 .) At this meeting were two 
ministers, John Bowron and George Booke, " by whose 
lively ministry and powerful prayer," writes T. B., " it 
pleased Gfod to open my heart, and to let me see the vanity 
of this present world, of which, for my short time, I had 
had some share." He subsequently united in religious 
profession with the Society of Friends, and became an 
extensively useful member, particularly as a diligent, 
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brother's house). After supper we had a meet- 
ing at Ann Kipling's — a little one and dull, yet 
it concluded pretty well. 

13th. This morning, cousins J. H. and J. B. 
left us, they having travelled fifty-one miles with 
us. We went with E. K. to Bernard Castle and 
alighted at Eichard Thompson's, where we had a 
meeting in the evening. Abundance of young 
people came to it, and it concluded well. 

I4th. We came to Francis Wrightson's at Lar- 
tington, two miles from Bowes, where there is a 
meeting of Friends. [We met with them,] it being 
their meeting day. 

15th. Had a meeting with Friends at Rich- 
mond ; and on First-day, the 17th, an indifferently 
good one at North Allerton ; after which, we 
went to Appleton, and had a meeting at Elizabeth 
Wells' house, to which came some people, and 
we had a fine, open time among them. 

18th. We came to Rounton and had a meeting 
at Nicholas Robinson's — a truly bowing time : 
the dread of the Lord was with us. After the 
meeting, we took leave of Friends in great 

feithful Gospel minister. After having travelled much 
in that character, he settled in London about the year 
1705, and died in 1723, in the fifty-third year of his 
age. The reader is referred to an instructive account 
of his life in Pieti/ Promotedt ^th Part, mostly written 
by himself. 
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tenderness, and went, with Thomas Applet on to 
his house at NewclifF, where we lodged. Had a 
religious opportunity in his family after supper. 

19th. At a meeting at Broughton, which we 
got through pretty well, there was one, if not 
more, who professed not truth ; and his con- 
science seemed to be reached. The Friend at 
whose house we were entertained — Elizabeth 
Yeal, an ancient Friend, and her daughters, were 
very earnest with us, that we should stay ; but 
we left them, and went with Simeon Yeal, to his 
house at Grove, where we were very kindly en- 
tertained. 

20th. Had a satisfactory meeting at Guis- 
borough, with Friends and some others. 

2lst. Accompanied by several Friends, we went 
to Liverton. The meeting there was tedious for 
a time, but truth helped us through, so that we 
were pretty eaay. We were at W. P.'s house, in 
whose family, after supper, (some Friends being 
come to bear us company,) we had a little oppor- 
tunity of sitting together in retirement. 

22nd. Had a meeting in the afternoon at 
Eoxby, and the next day went to "Whitby. 

2Ath. First-day. We had a sweet meeting at 
Whitby in the forenoon. After dinner, attended 
the burial of a Friend, (Mabel Redmond, if I 
mistake not) and had a time [of religious exer- 
cise] in the graveyard. The afternoon meeting 
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was satisfactory. As we returned to our lodging 
we visited a Friend who was sick, and had a 
sweet opportunity by her. 

25tk. We left Whitby for the Quarterly Meet- 
ing at York, four Friends accompanying us, viz., 
Roger Dickinson, Henry Simpson, John Boun- 
tree, and Richard Wiggett, and lodged at Malton. 

26th, After an early breakfast, we all took 
horse, and reached York about the eleventh 
hour, and after dining at an inn, went with T. B. 
to the meeting of public Friends, which lasted 
for [some] hours. There were several brave 
Friends — noble men at it; good counsel was 
given. When it ended, we went very quickly to 
another meeting, which was Friends' week-day 
meeting. 

27th. Fourth-day. The Quarterly Meeting for 
business began about the tenth hour, and lasted 
till dark. It ended sweetly; Thomas Rudd* 
going to prayer after the time of public business. 
We went to an evening meeting at William 
White's mother's house : it was a solid meeting, 
and the seasoning virtue of truth was with us. 

* Thomas Budd was an eminent Gospel minister, and 
was remarkable for being often concerned, when tra- 
velling on religious service, to proclaim solemn warning 
and to preach repentance in places of public resort, as 
streets, market-placets, &c. ; he was a member of York 
Quarterly Meeting, and resiJed near Settle. See bjjl 
interesting account of him in Piety Promote. 
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2Sth, The meeting for worship oontinued some 
hours; after [it concluded] we rode to Selbj 
Ferry, which we crossed, and went to Mary 
Collier's, where we had a meeting after seven in 
the evening : it was an exercising time ; but at 
last truth came up, and it ended well. 

2Qth, We came to William Whiteside's, at 
Eawcliff. At the meeting there, in the after- 
noon, the wisdom of truth was with us, and it 
concluded sweetly. 

30/A. Accompanied by W. W., we rode to 
Braithwaite, to a meeting appointed for us ; 
then to Thome, where we had a meeting in the 
evening, in which the channels were dear, and 
truth's testimony was sounded clearly. 

3l8t, First-day. In company with twelve or 
fourteen Friends, we went into the Isle of Ax- 
holme, in Lincolnshire, where there is but one 
meeting of Friends, at which we were, at Bobert 
Cooke*s, in Butterwick. It was a close meet- 
ing ; the house was thronged. After the meet- 
ing, the Friends left us who came with us out 
of Yorkshire. When we had dined we visited 
James Cooke, who was {word not legible) and had 
a [religious] opportunity with him. Afterwards, 
accompanied James Stevens, a friendly man, to 
his house at Crowle. 

Eleventh Month Ist, We left the Isle of Ax- 
holme, several Friends being with us, and tra- 
velled over boggy, dangerous ground. However 
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we got to Ardlington Fleet in good time, to a 
meeting appointed for ns at Thomas Morley's, 
which concluded sweetly. 

2wfl?. We crossed a ferry which was difficult to 
get over, although but half a mile broad, and 
came to John Wrester's, at Thealby, in good 
time for the appointed meeting. Here we met 
Joseph Hutterden and his sons. After the meet- 
ing we rode to Brigg, and were kindly entertained 
at J. B/s house. After supper we went to a meet- 
ing which is usually kept every Third-day-night 
for the youth of this town. It was not a very 
splendent meeting : however, contentment was had. 

Srd, We were at Brigg week-day meeting, and 
at a small one in the evening at Edward Gillett's 
house. 

After mentioning the attendance of two 
more meetings at Brigg and one at Gains- 
borough, the Diary proceeds : — 

Bth, We crossed a ferry to Siverton, in Not- 
tinghamshire, where we had a truly heart- warm- 
ing meeting, though not large. Next day we 
came to Lincoln. 

7th, First-day. We were at the meeting at Lin- 
coln. Here were several people, but truth got 
little hold of them ; they went away before the 
meeting concluded. Li the evening we went 
three miles to Waddington. 
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Blh. Had a meeting at Waddiogton, which 
belongs to Lincoln meeting ; it began about the 
twelfth hour, and continued till towards night. 
There were some besides Friends, who were 
attentive. The meeting ended well. 

9th» We came to Mary Burt's, in Welboum, at 
whose house we had a meeting, after the middle of 
the day. It was a hard time, but the testimony of 
truth was set over all ; let the glory of all ascend 
to God, for he is worthy of it for ever. After 
the meeting we came to Samuel Everett's, at 
Willoughby, where we staid this night. 

10th, Had a meeting at S. Everett's house : it 
was an exercising time ; there were some besides 
JTriends ; truth's testimony went over all. 

llth. We set forward almost at the break of 
day, having to ride to Bum, sixteen miles, before 
meeting. [We arrived] about the twelfth hour, 
but met with a disappointment ; for the meeting 
had not been appointed for us, because the note 
came not in time ; so we were fain to stay at 
George Stephenson's house till evening, and then 
we got a little meeting in the Meeting-house at 
Burn. Not many Friends- were there, although 
it was their meeting night. Some others besides 
the professors of truth attended ; truth was 
with us, and reigned triumphantly. 

I2th. We rose very early in order to go to a 
Monthly Meeting at Spalding. It was a foul, boggy 
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Way, and we were forced to alight off horse several 
times. However, through hard ridiDg, we got 
to town in time. The meeting for business, 
which began about the eleventh hour, continued 
not long — Friends being expeditious in business ; 
that for worship began not long after the twelfth 
hour, and there were some besides Friends ; 
some of whom, I think, were reached, and a 
peaceable meeting we had. 

13th. We came to Crowland, and alighted at 
Mary Mason's house — a widow woman, whose 
heart is open to entertain Friends. "We had a 
good meeting in the evening. The Lord's pre- 
sence was with us as heretofore. 

I4th. First-day. We went to Gedney-hill, 
where we had a baptizing time at J. R.*s 
house, who is but lately convinced ; most of the 
Friends here are but young in the truth. We 
returned to Crowland, and had a meeting in the 
evening. 

From this time, till the 3rd of Twelfth 
Month, (when they entered Yorkshire,) they 
had many other meetings in Lincolnshire, 
and a few in some adjacent counties, which, 
for the sake of brevity, are not noted here 
further than by the following extracts : — 

Eleventh Month 17th. A good meeting we had 

c2 
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at Chatteris ; the glory of the Lord shone over 
all, and in the sweet savour of life Friends parted 
one from another. - After attending a meeting 
at Sutton, we lodged at William Wright's house, 
who was then a prisoner on truth's account at 
Cambridge. 

20/A. In the meeting at Upwell, we had hard 
work to get through ; but truth left us not. That 
at Holbeach was held in the house which was 
Joseph Fotheringham's ; he is lately deceased, 
and was a serviceable man in his day. Close 
matter was handed in this meeting, and it con-* 
eluded well. 

24th. This day we parted ; J. D. attended a 
burial, and I, with another Friend, returned to 
Spalding, where we had a meeting in the after* 
noon ; and blessed be the Lord, he did not leave me 
destitute of his help, but was with me, and helped 
me through. J. D. came to me in the evening. 

26ih. We came to Loft, near Boston, to Bichard 
Grantham's house, where we had a meeting, 
which continued for several hours. The presence 
of the Lord was with us as heretofore. 

2Sth. First-day. We had a meeting at John 
Shirmond's house, in Wainfleet ; it was cloudy 
for a considerable time ; however, truth helped 
us to get ease. To this meeting belongs John 
Burnet, who hath come from the Baptists, and 
is come forth in a public testimony. 
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29tk, J. Dickinson's horse having met with 
an accident, he exchanged him at "Wrangle. We 
had a meeting to-day at John Smith's house at 
Hoggstropp, wherein the seasoning life of truth 
attended us. 

Twelfth Month 1st. We came to Keelby, and 
had a meeting at Thomas Hopkins' house, unto 
which came several people of the town, for it 
was chiefly for [such]. A good meeting we got ; 
truth was exalted oyer all, and the witness was 
reached in several. 

2nd. This day we had a meeting at Brigg, 
about the sixth hour in t1ie~ evening — the last 
which we had in Lincolnshire, and the best for 
anything I know to the contrary. It lasted 
several hours ; the glory of the Lord shone over 
all ; his rich presence was with us, in the sweet- 
ness of which the meeting conclude^- 

3rd, We took leave of Frie»**s at ^rigg in 
much peace and joy in the K«>ty Ghost, an d came 
to Barton, where we took boat, and cros&ed the 
Humber to Hull. 

4th, First-day. We attended the public 'meet- 
ing at Hull, which was kept in the upper roVs^m — 
the separated party met below. The spifft of 
separation hath taken hold of Friends h^re ; how^. 
ever, a heart-warming meeting we had amongst 
them, and truth w»s set over all the left-handed 
Benjamites. 



/ 
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Several soldiers came to the afternoon meet- 
ing, who were very civil, and heard with atten- 
tion. The power was with us, and the meeting 
ended well. 

They proceeded next to Beverley and 
Oustwiek, and attended a meeting at each 
place. 

Twdfih Month 6th, At Oustwiek we had hard 
work towards the beginning ; but that which was 
light was brought down, and truth shone glori- 
ously in the latter part of the meeting. After the 
meeting James and I parted, he having some- 
thing upon him for the Monthly Meeting of 
Bridlington, and I, with a young man, went to 
Eastington, where we had a little meeting, late 
in the ever^H^, at Joseph Smith's house, who is 
a prison^ at r^k. 

7th, "piere was x, meeting at Joseph Smith's 
house, 1^ which came several not of our profession, 
and aljpough I was alone, yet truly truth helped 
me through. Several of the people were very 
civil, *^<i in some the witness was reached. 

fcit.,. We rose very early, were on the sands 
s^ut the sixth hour, and had very good riding 
on them ; WUliam Firbeame and his brother- 
in-law were with me. We got*to Skipsea before 
the tenth hour, and had a meeting at Thomas 
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Thompson's house* [who was then lately de- 
ceased]. To this meeting came several Friends : 
as Sarah Eaines, Rebecca Turner, Samuel Hop- 
wood, f and others who do not belong to it. A 
brave meeting we had; truth came over all, 
and it concluded in the sweetness thereof. This 
day J. D. met me again. 

* Thomas Thompson died in the seventh monl^ of 
this year, in the 73rd of his age. He was convinced 
of the principles of Friends by William Dewsbury, in the 
year 1652, and soon afterwards received a gift in the 
ministry, which he exercised faithfully during a period 
of about fifty years. When on his death-bed, and pre- 
vious to a very triumphant transit from time to eter- 
nity, he was enabled, on taking a retrospect of his 
Christian course, to make this remarkable acknowledg- 
ment : "Since the day that the word of the Lord came 
unto me, saying, *As thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethren ; and, if thou lovest me, feed my lambs,' 
I have spared no pains, neither in body nor spirit, 
neither am I conscious of slipping one opportunity of 
being serviceable to truth and Friends ; but have gone 
through what was before me with all willingness pos- 
sible ; and now I feel the love of Grod and the returns 
of peace in my bosom." Yet did he not feil to ascribe 
all to the efficacy of redeeming love and mercy, saying, 
" The Lord Jesus Christ has shed his precious blood for 
us, and laid down his life, and became sin for us, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him." — 
Piety Promoted^ Part 3. 

+ It is probable that the two women Friends here 
named were well-esteemed ministers ; as was Samuel 
Hopwood, who at this time was a member of New 
Halton Monthly Meeting, and removed into Cornwall 
in the year 1706, See some account of him in TAowot 
WiUona Journ<tl, p. 63, note ; Edition, 1847. 
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9th. We had a good meeting at Bridlington 
about mid-<la7, and another after supper at 
Elizabeth Menson's house, which was our fare- 
well meeting to [Friends of] Bridlington. 

lOth. We took leave of dear S. R., Samuel 
Hopwood and our landlady, in much brokenness 
of spirit, and came to Scarborough. 

llth. First-day. We were at Scarborough fore 
and afternoon meetings, the former held three 
or four hours ; the power of darkness resisted 
for awhile, but at last truth triumphed over 
all. 

12th, We left Scarborough (an ancient Friend 
being with us,) and set homewards ; had a pretty 
full and good meeting at Hutton-in-the-Hole, 
there being several besides Friends, and all were 
civil. 

On coming to Thirsk, it seems they found 
Friends assembled at their Monthly Meeting. 

ISth, We went in to their meeting, and had a 
sweet opportunity with them. After which we 
came to Masham. It was late before we got hither, 
yet we had a meeting after the seventh hour, 
which held till after the eleventh — a hard 
meeting. 

After visiting the meetings at Bainbrigg 
and Kirkflatt, they reached Kendal on the 
16th of Twelfth Month. 
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Here the Meeting for SufTerings was kept ; it 
held from the eleventh till towards the third 
hour. It was mostly for business, for inspecting 
sufferings and other matters. 

Twdfth Month VI th. Seventh-day. We got back 
into Cumberland, having been from home seventy- 
one days, and attended eighty-one meetings. 

I got to Greysouthen this night, and found all 
our folks alive and well, through mercy; for 
there had been a great mortality in the time of 
our absence, and many [of our Friends] died, as 
John Gill and his mother, Mary Stubbs, Bridget 
Jackson, and several others. 

Thus that same providential Hand that drew 
us from otu* brethren and sisters at home, went 
along with us, opened our way and service 
for us in our outgoings and incomings, and 
brought us home again in due time. O ! let my 
soul reverence that dreadful Being, the Majesty 
of heaven, who takes his dwelling with the hum- 
ble ! for he was with us in this journey, and 
carried us through hard and smooth places. And 
though our exercise was sometimes hard, being 
concerned in digging and pruning work, and 
sometimes it came close on me, [being] but young 
in my gift, to speak home to matters according 
to that understanding I had; and it was not 
always well taken by some that loved a fleshly 
liberty, [and were unwilling] to be told of some 
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weak places ; yet, as I gave up to the Lord, in 
obedience, to speak or write [he helped me]. 

In particular, during this journey, it lay pretty 
much upon me for some weeks, to write unto 
Friends in the Isle of Axholme, [as at the 
meeting there] I had not gotten myself fully 
clear. At last I acquainted James Dickinson 
with my concern ; he was a true nursing father 
to me in this journey, as he had been from the 
beginning, and was as true behind my back as 
before my face : the Lord reward him for it j is 
the sincere breathing of my soul. 

He advised me to write what was before me. 
When I had done so, he read it; and then 
shewed it to Joseph Bichardson, who was a 
tender-spirited man ; and yet, because the paper 
was sharp, and touched pretty closely upon some- 
thing which that meeting unto whom I wrote, 
was guilty of, he rather disliked it, and shewed his 
dislike to it — although tenderly. But, Oh ! the 
reasonings, fears, and dejection of mind that took 
place in me for a time ! Methought I could 
willingly have languished away ; my heart within 
me trembled for fear ; my knees were ready to 
smite one against another, and I had like to have 
despaired altogether. But this conflict with 
fleshly reasoning, although sharp, lasted not 
long. James Dickinson took the paper, and 
observed the contents of it ; and, understanding 
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that the principal reason for which J. E. ohjected 
to it was, because he feared it would cause them 
to be over-severe in judgment with a backslider, 
and would let their hands too far loose upon 
him, James pleaded [for faithfulness] before 
J. £., and laid things home upon the Friends ; 
inasmuch as when I had written the paper over 
the second time, and had polished it a little in some 
respects, Joseph approved of it exceedingly well, 
and said he would send it to them to whom I 
wrote it. I left it in his hand, to do with it as 
he inclined, and in so doing I had abundance of 
satisfaction and ease of mind ; my heart was 
filled with the joy of God's salvation, who was nigh 
to help my poor, drooping soul, that had like to 
have despaired. But^ blessed be God, he never 
leaves nor forsakes his, in the nearest trials and 
exercises that he may be pleased to suffer to 
come upon them. Although he may try their 
patience, yet, in his own due and appointed time, 
he will appear to the relief of his distressed, 
afflicted ones ; my soul hath been a living wit- 
ness of it. For he did, by his own divine power, 
make way for me through this exercise, and 
filled my heart (which had been filled with 
doubts, consultations and fears,) with divine 
gladness, in which my soul had cause to triumph 
over all, and to say. He is everlastingly worthy 
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to be wonhipped, followed and obeyed, through 
all and over all, for his goodness endures for 
ever and for evermore. Amen. 

Thus, as I gave up to speak or write those 
things which laid with weight upon my spirit^ 
the Lord was with me, opened my way for me, 
and gave me ability to answer. Though our 
exercise was hard, yet the Lord was with us 
through all, and his witness was reached in 
several : we met with no apparent opposition 
from any, neither did any ask us for our certifi- 
cates. 

The foregoing simple records show how 
diligently these two G-ospel labourers per- 
formed the service to which they were called ; 
and that, whilst devoutly acknowledging their 
dependence on divine aid in the performanee 
of it, they were each other's helpers and joy 
in the Lord ; also that whilst the youthfiil 
disciple profited by the counsel and larger 
degree of experience of his revered yoke- 
fellow, the latter could truly testify of him 
to those amongst whom they had laboured,— 
" Te know the proof of him, that as a son 
with the father, he hath served with me in 
the Gospel." Phil. ii. 22. 
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Abont eight months after their retreat 
from this field of labour, they united in a 
Tisit to Friends in Ireland. James Dickinson 
has not particularized this engagement in 
his Journal— *nor indeed any of his G-ospel 
missions (which, he says, were many) between 
the years 1704 and 1713; but Jonathan 
Bumyeat has lefb an account of it, similar 
in character to the foregoing, from which the 
following notes are extracted : — 

A Short Account of our Journey in Ir^nd in 

the Tea/r 1705. 

On the 23rd of the Eighth Month, J. D., with 
myself, set sail from Whitehaven, in the ship 
called '* Society,'* one Golden being master : a 
very calm sea we had, and I was not very sick. 
We were on sea this night. 

24<A. After being at sea about twenty-*four 
hours, we got into Dublin Bay, having had a 
calm, easy passage, the like whereof hath not 
been known for some time. We took a car and 
came to Dublin, the place of my nativity, where 
Friends were glad of us. We lodged at cousin 
William Brookiield's* this night. 

* William Brookfield appears to have'^been an acceptable 
Gospel minister. After this time, yiz., in the year 1716, 
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2d^A. Haying borrowed horses, we set forward 
[on our way to the Quarterly Meeting to be held 
at Castle Dermot,] in company with Amos 
Strettell and Paul Jones, and lodged at an inn 
at Duncaven. 

26M. We came to Castle Dermot. The Quar* 
terly Meeting for ministers was held in the 
afternoon ; at which were William Edmundson,* 
Thomas Wilson,t and divers others. A good, 
searching meeting it was. 

21th, Seventh-day. This day was [held] the 
Quarterly Meeting for business, in which things 
were handled closely. There were two presenta- 
tions of marriage. The meeting held till towards 
dark. In the evening we had «a meeting at 
George Mason's, where we lodged, several Friends 
being present. 

2&th. First-day. The meeting for worship 
began about the tenth hour. A brave, edifying 
meeting it was ; dear W. E. had a particular 
service therein. Afterwards Friends dispersed, 
and we, with about fifty horse, as I think, went 



he was a fellow-sufferer with Thomas Story at Kilkenny, 
where they were imprisoned for declaring the truth. 
He died in 1733. 

• See note p. 61. 

"Y Thomas Wilson was an eminent Gospel minister, 
and travelled much in that character with Jamoa 
Dickinson. See their Journcds^ in one volumei 1847« 
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with Bobert Lecky* to his house at Ballykelly^, 
where, after supper^ we had a most sweet little 
meeting. 

S9th, We had a meeting at R L.'s house, tmto 
which came sereral besides Friends ; amongst 
the rest, a justice of the peace. All were atten- 
tive, and a precious time we had. After meet- 
ing the people dined and then departed. 

On the 30^^ we had a good, well-seasoned 
meeting at Shillelagh : and two the next day, one 
at Forge, in a place that was open at one end ; 
there had never been a meeting there before ; 
many people were there, and the testimony of 
truth was proclaimed in the authority thereof: 
the other was at Enniscorthy ; the room was 
filled with people, and a good meeting we got 
amongst them. 

Niikik Month Itt, At New Boss, we had an even- 
ing meeting, into which came several people and 
some soldiers, and a calm meeting we had. 

^aid. This day we came with Thomas Cuppage 

* Robert Lecky was convinced of the principles of 
Friends whilst on a journey to the north of Ireland^ 
with John Watson and Anthony Sharp, and became a 
serviceable man to the Society — a truly open-hearted, 
hospitable man, it would appear, from the above notice 
of him — ^and such evidences of attachment to the cause of 
truth have characterized some of his descendants. " The 
liberal deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things shall 
he stand.*' Isa. xxxii. 8. R. L. died in the year 1707. 

d2 
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and several others, to his house at Lambstown. 
A meeting is kept under his roof, where we had 
one, mostly of Friends — a close, bowing time. 
We lodged this night at dear Thomas Cuppage's 
house. 

4fA. First-day. We came with several other 
[Friends] to Killbride, a solitary place, where we 
had a meeting in a bam. There came several 
people, who were attentive, and we came away 
easy. Only one meeting [of Friends] had been 
there before. 

6th, Had a brave, powerful meeting in the 
evening at Gorey. There was abundance of 
people. 

^th. At a meeting at Ballicam, in the county 
of Wicklow, we saw Friends generally of that 
county : it was a satisfactory meeting. After which 
we came to Wicklow, had a meeting in the even- 
ing, to which came several soldiers and others ; but 
truth got little hold of them ; however we were 
easy. 

*7th. We came to Dublin. On Fifth-day, the 
8th, the Half-year's Meeting began, and con- 
tinued through this and two following days. 
After attending a meeting for worship in the 
forenoon and one for business in the afternoon, 
we went to a meeting of schoolmasters. 

Wth, First-day. I was at the meeting at Syca- 
more Alley in the forenoon, and at that in Meath 



J 
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Street in the afternoon ; and we had a meeting at 
ray cousin W. B.*s house, which consisted mostly 
of young folks ; it was a glorious meeting. 

After attending another meeting in Dublin, 

they proceeded toBaltibois. J. B. continues — 

We had a meeting at Baltibois, and on the 15th 
came to New Garden, where my dear feither, John 
Burnyeat, was buried : we went to see his grave. 
Had a meeting at Ephraim Heritage's, wherein 
deep and weighty things were opened ; it was a 
bowing time. Afterwards we came with John 
Watson * to his house at Kilconner, where my 
dear father drew his last breath. 

* John Watson was convinced about the year 1678, 
by the ministry of John Burnyeat. He underwent many 
difficulties and sufferings from his relations, for refusing 
to join with them in their way of worship, for using 
the plain language, &c. ; but he was enabled to stand 
firm according to the manifestation of duty given to 
him. When threatened by Archdeacon Plummer with 
a prison for not complying with their Church ordi- 
nances, he answered, " I do not fear it, but will make 
ready for one ;" and accordingly he gave up some of 
the land which he held, that he might have less rent 
and incumbrance lying upon him. In the year 1676, 
he received a gift in the ministry, and in the same year 
exercised it acceptably in a visit throiigh Ireland, in 
company with John Banks. In 1678, a meeting was 
settled at his house, which was probably kept up till his 
decease in 1710. He was a diligent Gospel liEkbo\u*er, 
and zealous in the support of our Christian discipline. 
Having the comforting assurance that he had finished 
his day's work in his day, he died in great peace. 
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16^. Sixth-day. We had a meeting at J. W/s 
house, unto which came several besides Friends . 
it lasted upwards of three hours ; and truly an 
open time it was, and not without solid edifica- 
tion. 

ISth. rirst-day. At Waterford, the forenoon 
meeting was a searching time. At that in the 
afternoon there were some besides iViends, and 
a good meeting it was. In the evening some 
Friends came to our lodgings, and we had a 
heart-bowing meeting with them. 

Continuing their journey by way of Clon- 
mel, Cashel, Cahir, and Killcommon, they 
had a meeting in each of those places. 

2Zrd. We had two meetings at Youghal, the 
first a cold one ; the other at William Fennell*s,* 
in the evening, was a more heavenly oppor- 
tunity. 

On Seventh-day, 24ith of Ninth Month, 
they came to Cork, and on the following day 
attended three meetings in that city. 

On Second-day, the 26th, they united with 

* About a year and a half before this time, William 
Femiell was deprived by death of a son, a thoughtful 
child, about twelve years of age ; of whose last days, 
and triumphant close see an account in Pia^ Promoted, 
Part 4. 
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Friends of Minister at their Province Meet- 
ing— 

The business of which, was carried on com- 
foi-tably. 

After supper we visited Joseph Fenn, who 
had been sick, and had a meeting in his room, 
which was a dipping [baptizing] time. 

21th. Third-day. A public meeting for wor- 
ship was held at Cork, which was a good time. 
We dined at Samuel Randall's,* and afterwards 
rode to Bandon ; had a little meeting in Sarah 
Gretto's house, which was a sweet opportunity. 

28^A. We had a meeting in the meeting-house 
at BandoD ; a searching, exercising one it was : 
after which, we returned to Cork and had a 
large meeting in George Griffith's house — a 
dipping time. 

2Qth, We left Cork, and, on our way to Ballina- 
cly, called to see Abigail Boles,t with whom we 

* Samuel Bandall was one who filled the station of 
Elder in the church with much acceptance and useful- 
ness. He was closely united, both in inward fellowship 
and fsdthful labour for the support of the testimonies 
of truth, with Joseph VHke.-^See Rutty* tKistxyry^ also 
ZtVe« o/ Pike and, Oxley, by John Barclay. 

+ As it seems to have been the practice in Ireland 
to retain, to some extent, the maiden name of a female 
after her marriage, there can be little doubt but that 
this Abigail Boles was the person of whom John Butty 
gives the following account^ as Abigail Abbott, alias 
Bmith 5 — 

''Sh9 w^ the daughter of Richard Boles of Moeg, 



34 DIAKY or [^TAT 18. 

had a [religious] opportunity, she being siok — 
had a meeting in Bichard Boles's house at 
Ballinacly. 

near Charlemont, and was married to one Smith. After 
her husband's death she was oonvinoed by the ministry 
of WUliam Bingley^ about the year 1675, and, about 
eight years after her conyincement^ was called to the 
ministry. She was an eloquent woman, of a majestic 
presence, much admired and followed. She traveUed 
on truth's account both in Ireland and England, had 
acceptable service in many places, and several j^eraona 
were convinced by her ministry. She was greatly ap- 
plauded by many, and, not being strong enough to bear 
praise, was transported into pride hereby, lost her 
gift and fellowship with Friends, and from the highest 
pitch of applause fell into as low a degree of con- 
tempt. It is certain, however, that she became sensible 
of her fall, and suffered many bitter agonies on that 
account, passing the latter years of her life in retire- 
ment, great sorrow, and mortification. She has left 
behind her a pathetic paper of self-condemnation, as a 
caution to all who think they stand, although in the 
highest station, to take heed lest they fiill." 

Besides the paper of condemnation above referred to, 
and which is appended by Rutty (History qf Friends in 
Irdand, p. 274), he informs us, "she afterwards 
drew up another, wherein she more particularly specified 
her miflcarriagas, and warned those concerned in the 
ministry to watch against that luciferian spirit which 
would deck and adorn itself with the gifts and graces 
of the Holy Spirit, and not to value themselves upon 
any gift which God bestows on them ; because that 
opens a wide door for temptation, and was (as she con- 
fesses) the first inlet to all the miseries that befel her* 
Hence she grew impatient of contradiction, and deaf to 
advice ; and at length, in contempt of the good order 
established among Friends, was married by a priest^ to a 
man not in unity with them. She died in the year 1717." 
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On the 30^ we had two meetings at Charle- 
Yille, and on the following day reached Limerick. 

Tenth Month 2nd, First-day. This day we were 
at three meetings at Limerick ; the first was a 
[laborious] one and not without success. At 
that in the afternoon were several soldiers, and 
most were civil ; the reaches of Gbd's love were 
to them, and a brave meeting it was. 

3ref. We left Limerick by break of day, and 
travelled from the rising of the sun tiU the 
going down thereof without baiting, till we 
came to Killconinmore. In the evening we had 
a meeting in John Ashton's*^ house, unto which 

* John Ashton of Kfllconinmore was a truly pious 
man, and zealous in his endeavours to promote the cause 
of truth. He was bom in Cheshire, and brought to 
Ireland, when a child, by his parents^ who educated him 
according to the way of the Church of England, of 
which he continued a member till near the fortieth year 
of his age. Being desirous of farther discoveries of 
the knowledge of Qod and way of salvation, he, with 
his wife, went to a meeting at Birr, when both of them 
were convinced by the powef^^iLnuxustry of Thomas 
Wilson ; and were obedient to the manifestation of 
truth in their hearts. On coming out of the meeting, 
they said to each other, ''The way of everlasting happi- 
ness has been clearly laid down before us, and we are 
resolved to walk In it, come life or come death." 

Not long after, he was thrown into prison for his 
Christian testimony against tithes, where he was kept 
six months, and bore his confinement with exemplary 
patience and resignation ; and, being accustomed to 
industry and averse to idleness, he learned to make 
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came several people, both English and Irish ; 
but they were dark, yet the illuminating power 

gartering and laces for his support during his imprison- 
ment. 

When at liberty, he and his wife constantly attended 
the meeting at Birr twice a week, generaUy going on 
foot about seven miles of a veiy bad road, and having 
a river to wade through both going and returning. 
When crossing this river in winter, they sometimes had 
to break the ice, and John frequently wept to see the 
blood on his wife's legs in coming through it. 

When Friends travelling in the service of the gospel, 
came to his house, his zeal for the propagation of truth 
and love to the souls of his neighbours was manifested 
in the great pains he took to invite them to come and 
partake of the benefit of their labours ; for which pur- 
pose it was his frequent practice to ride several nules 
round, and this in the nighty as well as day, and even in 
the depth and severity of the winter season ; and 
though some returned scoffs and abusive speeches, yet 
many came and were weU satisfied ; several were con- 
vinced, and among the rest some of his own servants. 
In a little time, viz., in the year 1710, a meeting was 
settled at his house, which soon grew larger than that 
at Birr, out of which it sprung, and continued more 
than forty years. 

At the time of his joining the Society of Friends he 
was but low in worldly circumstances ; but, through in- 
dustry and the divine blessing, he grew rich and did 
abundance of good, being singularly hospitable and 
charitable ; his house and heart were always open to 
receive Friends. 

About the sixty-second year of his age he received a 
gift in the ministry, in the exercise of which, he was 
particularly zealous in testifying against vanity and 
pride, and he laboured faithfully for the stirring up the 
pure mind and encouraging that which is good in aU. 
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of truth was with us, and we were satisfied. 
We lodged at J. A .'s. 

After mentioning the attendance of satis- 
factory meetings at Birr and Concluse, the 
Diary continues : — 

6th, We had a meeting at Mountrath, and next 
day one at Ballynakill. The former was an 
exercising meeting, for one Mary — [word indis- 
tinct] troubled us ; but the simplicity of truth 
was with us. 

8tk, Seventh-day. Two hours before day we 
left Kaggitt's Town and came to Athy, where the 
Province Meeting was held — a meeting for wor- 
ship first ; in that for business, there were two 
presentations for marriage — two of John Ashton's 
children. The business [of the meeting] was 
carried on to God's glory and the church's edifi- 
cation. This evening we had a meeting in 
Thomas Weston's house, where the glory of 
truth shone over all. 

9th, First-day. We were at the public meeting 
at Athy, which was the meeting for worship 

In the year 1733, he went to the Yearly Meeting in 
London, and from thence paid a religious visit to Friends 
in several counties in England and in Scotland. He 
was serviceable in visiting the famUies of Friends 
throughout the extensive Monthly Meeting of which 
he was a member — a man of a tender spirit, sympa- 
thizing with the poor and afflicted, by whom his death 
was greatly lamented. He died in the year 1741. 

E 
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before Friends separated; and truly the dread 
of the Almighty overshadowed the meeting, and 
some were mightily bowed under it. We had 
another meetmg, at which were some light, un- 
settled people: but dear Thomas Wilson and 
James Dickinson had brave service for God. 
Afterwards we went with Joseph Carter to his 
house, and had a fiunily meeting, in which the 
reviving presence of God attended us. 

They left Athy the next day, and attended 
several meetings in their way to Trim, which 
place they reached on the 13th. 

Several Friends from Dublin met us here. 
We got the meeting in an old house, where the 
people heard with attention. Dear Thomas 
Wilson and J. D. had very good service for 
truth, and a glorious time it proved. There had 
not been a meeting here for many years. 

I4ih, We came to Athboy, where we set up at 
an inn, bespoke a room for a meeting, and sent 
out to invite the people ; but the — [word omitted] 
threatened them, and ordered them to go to 
prayers instead of coming to the meeting ; how- 
ever, we got a meeting ; several came, and the 
glory of the Lord shone over all. 

Ailer leaving Athboy they had meetings 

at Castlecor, Loughcrew, Oldcastle, and Cur- 

cramph. 
At Curcramph came in several besides Friends, 
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as Papists, Irishes, and Presbyterians ; the testi- 
mony of truth freely opened to them all, and 
in the dominion of it the meeting ended. 

l^th, [We attended] a Monthly Meeting at 
Coothill, which consists of Oldcastle, Ballyhayes^ 
and CoothiU particular meetings. In the time 
of worship the majesty of the Gk)d of heaven ap- 
peared : in the time of business things were but 
weakly carried on, although truth was near to 
several of them. We had another meeting this 
evening — a hard time, but the Lord was with us. 

20^. We bespoke a meeting at Monaghan, and 
the people were invited to it. There had been 
but one meeting [of Friends] held there before. 
The Lord^s power was over them, and the wit- 
ness was reached in some. 

^\st. We baited at Armagh, and at night came to 
Ballyhagen, and lodged at William Gray's* house. 

• William Gray was a worthy elder, whose services 
in the church were considerable for above thirty years, 
although not called to the ministzy till towards the 
latter part of his life. He was given to hospitality, of 
a grave and solid deportment, of a good understanding 
and ready utterance^ yet diffident of his own abilities ; 
helpful in composing differences, and often speaking 
pertinently to matters in meetings for business, being 
well acquainted with the rules of our discipline. He 
grew in his concern for the prosperity of the church as 
he advanced towards the period of his days, and was, 
in the last six years of his life, concerned at times, in 
public, tender exhortation. In meetings for business 
he seldom omitted to encourage Friends to faithfulness. 
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22nd, Seventh-day. This day Ulster Province 
Meeting vras held at Ballyhagen. 

23rd, First-day. The public meeting for wor- 
ship, held to-day, was a solid time ; the power 
of truth was over the meeting. We had also a 
sweet opportunity in dear "\Villiam Gray's family 
— an open, consolating time. My dear cousin 
W. B. and Joseph Gill* were with us, for they met 
us at Trim, and continued with us eleven days. 

24ih. We parted from cousin W. B. and J. G. ; 

care, and circumspection, in an orderly conversation, 
and diligence in the worship of Almighty God. He 
died in the year 1736, about seventy-four years of aget 
— RvXbfi History. 

* Joseph Gill was bom in Cumberland, in the year 
1674. He was married at Carlisle in 1702, and soon 
afterwards settled in Dublin. (See an instructive ac- 
count of his wife in Piety Promoted^ Part 6..) He was 
favoured with a religious education, and this, with his 
own endeavours for a growth in grace, was attended 
with the divine blessing. In early life he was zealous for 
the worship of Almighty God, in preference to the pur* 
smt of worldly gain ; and when his outward business 
increased and prospered, a holy fear pervaded his mind, 
lest it should obstruct his spiritual exercise for the 
acquisition of heavenly riches. When about thirty-fiv© 
years of age, in obedience to a secret apprehension of 
duty, he settled his outward affiurs and lessened his 
business, that he might be at 1 berty to follow the Lord, 
ns he should be pleased to lead him ; though at this 
time he had no distinct perception of being called to 
the ministry. However, in the thirty-seventh year of 
his age, he entered upon that sacred service, with great 
fear; and proving faithful to manifested duty, he grew 
in his gift^ and became a diligent and zealous laboiu^r, 
10 the edification of the churches, both at home and 
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they returned home to Dublin, and we came to 
Grange, near Charlemont, where we had a long, 
hard meeting; however, we laboured, and had 
our reward from God. 

After supper we had a meeting in Alice White- 
side's house, which was a more open time, for the 
channels were cleansed, pure water ran, and it 
concluded well. 

25th, We were on horseback by the fourth 
hour, and rode several hours before day, and 
came to BaHiuderry, where we had a meeting. 
Several attended besides Friends, and the testi- 
mony of truth was sounded among them. 

26th, We came to Dunglody to Katherine 
Henderson's house (Patrick's mother*), where 
we had a meeting, which held about four hours. 
A brave, clear, excellent time it was. 

abroad. He was a man of exemplary life and conver- 
sation, and given to hospitality. As he drew near the 
close of his life, he had this comforting reflection to 
make — that he had preferred the service of truth before 
the business of this world ; and declared that, although 
he had had several opportunities of increasing his tem- 
poral possessions, he durst not embrace them, lest he 
should thereby be hindered from the discharge of his 
spiritual duties. He also signified his belief, that, al- 
though the church was now in her sable weeds, and 
mourning seemed to be her present portion, the Lord 
would cause Zion to shine and become the beauty of 
nations. He died in a devout frame of mind, in the 
sixty-seventh year of his age. 

* Patrick Henderson was an approved minister, re- 
siding in Dublin. Sec page 54. 

E 2 
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Taking meetings at Coleraine, Ballindeny, 
Grange, and Antrim, they came on the Ist of 
the Eleventh Month to Marshall's Town — 

Where was a dose meeting — searching out 
close, hidden matters. The Lord was graciously 
with us, and a good meeting (though not a great 
one) we had. 

3r{f. This day we had a meeting at Lisney- 
garvey, (ubi venit J. R mUes^ which was a hard, 
cold meetmg. After which we came with Richard 
Mersers to his house at Hillsborough. 

Eleventh Month 4:th, Sixth-day. This day we 
had a meeting in Hillsborough Meeting-house, 
(to which belongs Alexander Seaton.*) There 

* Alexander Seaton was a native of Scotland. At 
about seventeen years of age he was placed in the 
college of Aberdeen, where he continued about two 
years, and afterwards resided with Alexander Forbes 
and his wife, of Achorthies, (the latter being bis kins- 
woman,) who were exemplary Friends. Whilst with 
them, the Lord was pleased to open his xmderstanding, 
so that he became convinced of the truth, as professed 
by them. He resided afterwards in Glasgow, where, as 
well as in Aberdeen, he shared with his Mends in per- 
secution ; and whilst in prison at the latter place, his 
mouth was opened in a living testimony to the truth. 
In the year 1699, he came with his &mily from Glasgow 
to Ireland, and settled in the town of Hillsborough. 
He was very serviceable in the church, both in disci- 
pline and doctrine, having a large, sound, and clear gift 
in the ministry ; and, although a scholar, was not much 
known to be such in his religious services, not esteem- 
ing outward learning in comparison of Uie immediate 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, undfer which he humbly and 
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were some professors, and much labonr was 
bestowed ; I hope nonfrt^ra. This is in Down 
county. AAer which, we came with Bichard 
Bojes, near Ballinderry, where we lodged. ^ 

tth. Seventh-day. This day we had a meeting 
in the meeting-house, which was a dry, hard (?) 
meeting, although not a little one. This was the 
seventh meeting in Antrim county, and the last 
therein, and the ninetieth in aJl. We came to 
Lurgan, where we lodged in dear Ann Hodghson's 
house. 

Qth, First-day. This day we had a large meet- 
ing in Lurgan Meeting-house ; and it was a 
meeting qf divine consolation indeed, surpassing 
all others in the north — a heavenly meeting it 
was ! We had another meeting after supper in 
Hobert Roberts' house, which was the fifth in 
Armagh county. 

ItK Second-day. This day we left Lurgan, 
being accompanied with abundance of Friends, 
and came to Monallen, where we had a meeting ; 

meekly diyided the word of tnith, to the informiDg the 
understandings of the ignorant, and to the comfort and 
encouragement of Zion's travellers ; prudent^ conside- 
rate and seasonable in the exercise of his gift^ and 
powerful in prayer. Thus, Mthful as a labourer in the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he was 
instrumental in turning many from darkness to light, in 
Scotland, Ireland, and England. He died in the year 
172|, being about the seventy-first of his age, and forty- 
seventh of his ministry. 
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not such a glorioTis one as that the day before ; 
however, the Lord was with us. 

8^^. We were up before day, and travelled till 
we came to Bapher Island, to James Hanin's 
house, at the eight-mile bridge, where we had a 
meeting in an old bam. 

9th, We set up at an inn at Ardee. Here 
Abel Strettell, George Newland,* and several 
others of Dublin met us. We had a meeting in 
the evening with a rugged kind of people ; how- 
ever, truth gave us dominion. 

* Qeorge Newland was, at this time, about sixteen 
years of age, and liad exercised a gift in the minlstiy 
four or five years. 

As his case presents another remarkable instance of 
early dedication, imder which (as in that of Jonathan 
Bumyeat) a commission was received to preach 'Hhe 
imsearchable riches of Christ," it may not be unsuitable 
to bring the two cases in juxtaposition here, by insert- 
ing, with but little abridgment, the accoxmt of George 
Newland, with the Testimony concerning him, given by 
Friends of Dublin, as recorded in Pieti/ Promoted, Part 4. 



" George Newland, son of George and Susannah New- 
land, of the city of Dublin^ was an orderly and dutiful 
child, and sought the Lord in his youi^g and tender 
years. 

" About the age of eleven or twelve years, the Lord 
conoemed him to give testimony unto the truth, calling 
him into the ministry, in which he was faithful, and 
travelled in the exercise of that gift the Lord had 
bestowed upon him, in the provinces of Leinster, Ulster, 
and Munster, in Ireland. Being endued with a good 
understanding, he was not rash to utter words without 
the help or motion of Gk>d's Spirit ; so that his ministry 
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10th. We had a meeting at Kell's, in a stable ; 
the people were dark, yet civile and pretty mod^ 

was instructing and edifying : and, being an innocent 
youth, he was beloyed by faithful Friends. His conver- 
sation was exemplary, and according to the holy doc- 
trine of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

" Between the age of eighteen and nineteen years, he 
was Tisited with lingering sickness ; and his mother 
asked him, i^ter some time, whether he thought he 
should recover ; to which he answered, he did not know ; 
but, if it was the Lord's will, he had rather die than 
live ; yet said, he durst not desire it ; adding, although 
his time had been short in the world, he had gone 
through a great deal of exercise and trouble, that none 
knew but the Lord. Another time he said to his 
mother, ' I have felt more of the Lord's love to me sincA 
I was sick, in a wonderM manner, than ever before.' 
Again he said, ' I strove to serve the Lord in my health, 
and now I reap the benefit of it ; I can look forward, 
and that is a mercy.' And being frequently comforted 
in spirit^ and filled with the love of Qod, he would say, 
' Oh ! if the earnest be so precious, what will the fulness 
be ?' And when weak in body he was sta'engthened in 
spirit, and enlarged to praise and magnify the Lord. 
He was enabled to give good counsel to his brother 
Lnae : taking him by the hand and kissing him, he 
said, ' I love thee dearly ; be sure thou fear and serve 
the Lord, and be obedient to thy parents ; for though 
thou art young and strong now, yet thou knowest not 
how few thy days may be : I speak to thee in love — 
remember my d3nng words when I am gone ; and that 
it will be enough in a dying condition, to bear the pain 
and aflBiction of body, without having a troubled con- 
acienoe.' Much more was spoken by him to his sister 
Elisabeth, whom he also called to him, and kissed her, 
tenderly desiring her to love and fear the liord, and be 
dutaful to her parents ; and in like manner to his sister 
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rate ; and, on the llth, one at brogKeda, with 
two or three Friends, and some others ; the true 
l|ibourers were not without a reward. 

Lydia, saying, he hoped she would be an honest woman. 
He also said, ' In my health, when I went to bed, I did 
meditate and think upon the Lord, and now in my 
sickness I find the benefit thereof.' Then tenderly 
acknowledging the love and care of his parents towards 
him, said, ' If I live, I can never make you amends for 
your trouble and care over me/ A few days before his 
death, he said to his mother, ' I love thee dearly ;' and 
saluted her, adding, ' I hope the Lord will reward thee 
for all thy trouble and care over me, and I hope we 
shall meet shortly, where we shall never part again.' 
Some hours before his departure, being overcome with 
the goodness of God, he was enabled to praise and cele- 
brate his name ; saying, with admiration, ' How good. 
Lord, art thou to me ! and I am not worthy of the least 
of thy mercies and favours ;' and he continued to 
praise the Lord in such manner, that all who wera 
in the room were affected and broken by the power x^ 
Grod that attended him during that season. His uncle^ 
who was not a frequenter of the meetings of Friends^ 
came to take leave of him : seeing him in this condition, 
he was tendered, and said he was satisfied this youth 
was going to his heavenly rest. That night he was 
earnest that his mother should lie down and get some 
rest ; but afber a little while he called for her, and said, 
'My dear mother, take it patiently, for thou mayst 
rejoice that I am going.' Then he desired all to be 
quiet and still, and sent several times to see what 
hour it was by the clock. Being sensible that his 
change was near, he settled his head to the pillow, and 
quietly departed this life, like an innocent lamb, on the 
24th of the Eighth Month, 1708, aged nearly nineteen 
years, and was buried the 26th of the same, in 
•Friends' burying-place, near Dolphin's Bam, his body 



1705.] JONATHAK BTJBNYEAT. 47 

12th, "We returned to Dublin, and on First-day, 
the 13th, attended three meetings there, the last 



being accompanied to the grave by many Friends and 
neighbours." 



TESTIMONT PBOM FBIENDS IN DUBLIN, CONCEBNINa 

OEOBQB NEWLAND. 

"It pleased the Lord to favour this youth with a 
gfrtcious visitation, even in his childhood, and so to 
prepare him for his service, whereunto he appointed 
him, that there appeared deep impression of a con- 
cerned mind, for the good and eternal well-being of his 
soul. As he grew in years, he apparently grew in grace, 
and in the knowledge of God and his Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; so that the Lord was pleased to put him 
into the ministry. Although young, yet being sensible 
of the appearance of the Son of God in his heart, he 
delivered his testimony with a good understanding, not 
being forward or rash to utter words, but waited for 
that which is the fountain of all true ministry, viz., 
the help of the Spirit of God, which enables God's 
ministers to spealc to the edifying and instructing, and 
building up one another in the love of God j and this 
being the concern of this innocent youth, made him to 
be beloved of fkithful Friends that knew him ; and the 
more, because his conversation agreed with his doctrine. 
He went abroad sometimes to visit Friends in this pro- 
vince of Leinster, and was also in Ulster and Munster 
provinces ; and Friends had generally a love and respect 
for him. There would commonly be great meetings 
where he was, both Friends and others admiring the 
Lord's dealings with him in his tender years, being but 
about twelve years old when his mouth was first opened 
in meetings in a testimony for God. We have a great 
loss of him, he being such a good example to our youth, 
both in that, and also in his conversation : too few are 
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of which was at Amos StreUell's house — all 
edifying and comfortable. 

On the 16th we had a tender, soul-affecting 
meeting at Watertown. 

17th, After attending a meeting at Moate, we 
went to Lismoiney, and had a laborious one there. 

willing to follow him in that true nearness of walking 
with God, but [most] love liberty to the flesh and will, 
that works not the righteousness of God, and brings 
trouble and grief on those who are concerned for the 
well-being of their immortal souls, which this youth was 
careM to avoid. His behaviour was more like a man 
of grey hairs, than one who had not attained to ninei- 
teen years ; being not desirous of long life in this world, 
as he used sometimes to express^ but rather that he 
might do his da/s work, being ready and prepared 
when the Lord was pleased to call him hence, to have a 
portion and lot in God's kingdom, of that life and peace 
which is everlastiog. When he was visited with the 
sickness of which he died, which continued on him 
about a quturter of a year, be bore it with much patience 
and resignation to the will of God, and veiy cheerfully ; 
which was comfortable, both to his parents and Friends 
that visited him in the time of his illness, to behold. 

" Before his departure, he was concerned to advise his 
brother and sisters to fear and love God, and be dutiful 
to their parents, &c And though it is our loss to have 
such an one taken from us, we believe it is his gain to 
be removed from where trouble and temptations attend, 
to where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest. 

" From our meeting in Dublin, the 19th of the Second 
Month, 1709. 

"Signed, in behalf of the I ^^^^ Stbetteli, 

i ^^*- V. < RiOHABD SEALET, 

said meeting, by | ^^^^^ ^^^..' 
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ISth, We came to Moimtmellick, where W. E. 
lives, and were at their Province Meeting. 

21sL Second-day. Attended a meeting at 
Timahoe, after which we returned to Dublin. 

Some few other services, in and near Dub- 
lin, closed the united labours of James Dick- 
inson and Jonathan Bumyeat in Ireland. 
Under date of 26th of Eleventh Month, 1705, 
J. B. writes : — 

James left me here, and I staid behind him 
[till the following Third Month] to learn sur- 
veying ; in which time I was at several meetings. 

After particularizing some of these meet- 
ings, he continues : — 

About the 8th of the First Month, 1706, 
Amos Strettell, John Chambers,''^ Jo. Maddock 

* John Chambers was a native of Scotland, and 
removed from thence to Dublin, where he resided about 
sixteen years. According to the testimony of Friends 
of that city, he was one whom it pleased the Lord to 
visit very early, in order to prepare and sanctify him as 
a chosen vessel for his service, and whilst but a youth, 
to endue him with a gifb in the ministry ; in which 
being faithful, he grew and became skilful in the word 
of righteousness, and mysteries of Christ's kingdom. 
He was zealously concerned that those who had known 
God's gracious visitations to their souls, might, in an 
espe (AfJ manner, beware of an inordinate love and desire 
for the lawful things of this world, lest thereby the 
good seed should bo hindered from bringing forth fruit 
to perfection. He was very helpful to Friends, having 
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and myself, took our journey for Parford Monthly 
Meeting : on the following day came to Thomas 
Cuppage's, at Lambstown, and on First-day, 
the 10th, to Conclayne, the place where the 
Monthly Meeting was held. It was a hard 
meeting. "We returned afterwards to Lambs- 
town. On the 12th we had a meeting at Shil- 
lelagh, where there were several people, and a 
good meeting it was. Next day we came to 
"Wicklow, had a meeting there, and then re- 
turned to Dublin, having been out about six days, 
attended three meetings, and travelled about 
122 miles. 

About the 23rd I was at the Monthly Meeting 
at Killamey. The next day there was a burial 
near Ambrose Jude's, in the county of Wicklow, 
unto which J. Chambers, J. Duggan, W. Brookfield 
and I went, where there was a pretty meeting. 

%th of Second MorUh. First-day. I was at Tima- 
hoe meeting with cousin W. B. ; on the 28th 
I attended the First-day Meeting at Eden- 
good natural endowments, sanctified by the inspiration 
of the Almighty, whereby he was qualified not only for 
doctrine, but also for discipline in the church, and to 
stand for the defence of the truth against opposers. 
He was sharp in reproof against obstinate sinners ; but 
when any had slipped through weakness or sudden 
temptation, and were truly humbled under godly sorrow 
for the same, he was very tender towards them, in order 
to their restoration. He departed this life in peace, in 
the thirty-ninth year of his ago, Anno 1713. 
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derry, and staid at J. Barcroft's that ^eek about 
surveying — so was also at the week-day meeting, 
and a good [time] it was. 

On First-day, Third Month 6th, I was at 
Timahoe again, going over the bogs on foot, and 
returned to J. B.'s that evening. On Third-day 
went to Dublin with Friends who were goingto the 
Half-year's Meeting, which began the next day. 

Third Month 8th. The meeting for worship 
was in the forenoon, [followed by] that for busi- 
ness. On the 9th, suflferings were read, and the 
meeting of ministers was [held]. 

There were some weighty matters recom- 
mended to the nation from the chamber meeting 
(which consists of faithful Friends out of every 
province, [including] ministers), about the educa- 
tion of Friends' children, as putting them to trades^ 
not to keep them at school too long, nor to put 
them to high trades above their abilities, but 
to handicraft [business], as carpenters, weavers, 
shoemakers, &c. ; that so the creation might be 
supplied, and Friends' children relieved out of 
idleness and hurtful things. These things were 
spoken to by Friends, but more especially by our 
ancient and honourable Friend, W. E.,* who spoke 

* As William Edmundson's Journal is extant, and he 
occupies a very conspicuous place in the History of 
Friends in Ireland, any biographical notice of him here 
would seem superfluous ; yet the following remarks of 
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with great authority. So the Half-year's Meet- 
ing for business concluded. 

On Sixth-day, the 10^^, meetings for worship 
were held ; the first, about eight in the morning, 
at Sycamore-alley, where was a large concourse 
of Friends and some others, and it was a service- 
able meeting. Our friend W. E. had glorious 
service, declaring that God was baptizing nations 
several ways : he had a brave time in opening 
baptism at large, and reminding Friends what 
a condition Ireland was once in — that it was 
called England's backvdoor, being fit to receive 
rogues, thieves, &c. ; and how the purging judg- 

his own, on the occasion of this meeting, may be read 
with interest^ in connection with J. £.'b account of it. 

"Now the time of our National Meeting at Dublin, 
as usual, being at hand, I went thither; where the Lord's 
power was plentifully manifested in our meetings, both 
for the public worship of God and those for discipline. 
Many heavenly mysteries of £Eiith were opened in the 
spirit and power of the Lord Jesus Christ ; also the 
afiliirs of truth being managed with peace and concord, 
in the sense and guidance of the Holy Spirit of truth. 
Friends and brethren were sweetly comforted and edi- 
fied in the love of God. So parting therein, we returned 
to our several habitations : praises to the Lord for ever, 
who enabled me to hold out this journey and service, 
and is a present help to them that fear him." W. E. 
was then in his 79th year ; and in addition to much 
other religious service which he performed afterwards, 
he attended every subsequent Half-year's Meeting, with 
but one or two exceptions, to the Third Month 1712, 
inclusive, the year in which he died, being the eighty- 
fifth year of his age, and fifty-seventh of his ministry. 
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ments of God had been eminently upon it for 
such corruptions ; and withal warning Friends, 
whose present state is flourishing with peace, 
plenty and fulness, not to forget these things 
which had happened within the compass of his 
time ; also declaring that the Lord would dash 
the potsherds together. These, with many other 
things, were eminently declared by our dear 
Friend. 

After this meeting the farewell meeting was 
held, and it was a bowing time. When this had 
concluded, our honourable and well-esteemed 
Friend W. £. having something on his mind to 
young men who had received gifts in the min* 
istry, we were desired to withdraw into a cham- 
ber ; where he faithfully warned us of several 
things that had hurt some [who had been brought] 
under this weighty concern ; withal exhorting 
us to keep to our own gifts and within our own 
line, and to beware of large declarations when the 
state of the meeting did not require it ; also to 
beware of being entangled with the glory and 
riches of this world, telling us that many well- 
gifted men had been hurt thereby. He told us 
also that the Lord was baptizing nations with 
his baptism, — that he would overturn and over- 
turn till he came to reign ; and that, if we 
were faithful to the Lord, he would make us 
noble instruments in his [hand], or make use of 
us for the in-gathering of people to himself; with 
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some other remarkable passages which at present 
do not occur : and so in the condosion he left us 
to the Lord, if he should never see our faces 
again. Several received what he said in great 
good-will, and will so remember it when he is 
gone to his rest in the Lord. 

Thus concluded our Half-year's Meeting ; and 
the day following, William Edmundson, after 
having engaged in prayer, left the city, and 
[many other] Friends returned homewards. Two 
meetings were held on the following First-day 
forenoon, one at Sycamore-alley, and the other 
at Meath-street, at which our friends Pa. Hen- 
derson, Alexander [Seaton ?] and J. Barcroft 
had good service. In the evening we had another 
meeting at Amos Strettell's, with the country 
Friends, which was a farewell meeting to some 
of us, and it was a good time. 

From this time I was mostly in Dublin, 
about my surveying, &c^ till about the 28th of 
Eighth Month, 1706, when we took shipping [for 
England.] We had a slow wind for awhile, but 
in the evening there was a fresh gale, and we 
soon got up with the Isle of Man. Next morn- 
ing we landed at Whitehaven. I was at Crosfield 
week-day meeting the day following, and on the 
31st got home to Pardshaw, where I came on our 
folks unexpected ; yet we embraced each other 
with glad hearts. 



1709.] JONATHAN DUBNYEAT. 65 

Jonathan Burnyeat next gives an account 
of a few short jonmies with his paternal 
fellow-labourer, James Dickinson ; the prin- 
cipal of these was into the county of Durham. 
They went out on the 27th of Tenth Month, 
1706, after having attended their own Quar- 
terly Meeting at Wigton, and reached home 
on the 17th of the next month. In this 
journey they had about twenty-five meetings 
and travelled 206 miles. 

After this, [writes J. B.] about the 24th of the 
Eleventh Month, it pleased the Lord to visit me 
with sickness, which proved to be small-pox ; 
but I had only a gentle taste thereof, and staid 
in the house about a fortnight. 

The Diary concludes with notes of the at- 
tendance of a few meetings in the neighbour- 
hood of his own residence, from Twelfth 
Month 16th, 1706, to Third Month 15th, 
1707. 

Jonathan Burnyeat lived about two years 
after this time. He died at Graythwaite, 
near Crabtree-beck, in Cumberland, on the 
5th of Third Month, 1709, in the twenty- 
third year of his age. 
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It is to be regretted that no acoount of 
this latter part of his short life, and particu- 
larly of the close of it, has been found ; yet 
sufficient is here recorded, to exhibit a very 
instructive example of early piety, and of dedi- 
cation to that sacred service, to which he was 
so early called by the great Head of the 
church. 

Although instances are very rare, of indi- 
viduals being employed in the work of the 
ministry so young, and many are not called 
at any period of their lives, into very conspi- 
cuous service in the church, yet we are all 
required, through £dth and obedience, to let 
our light so shine before men, that they may 
see our works, and glorify our Pather who is 
in heaven. 

It is by duly recognizing this sacred obli- 
gation, on the part of those in early life, that 
the desire expressed by the Psalmist on be- 
half of the church, would be fulfilled to her 
consolation and strength, and to the praise of 
her holy Head : " That our sons may be as 
plants grown up in their youth; that our 
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daughters may be as comer-stones, polished 
after the similitude of a palace." — Ps. xliv. 12. 
How powerful an inducement, thus to be 
found living members of Christ's militant 
church, is the consideration, that under what- 
ever circumstances these may be placed, and 
whether called to move in a limited or an 
enlarged sphere, the promise will not fail to 
be realized in their experience : " The work 
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect 
of righteousness, quietness and assurance for 
ever." — Isa. xxxii. 17. 



THE END. 
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